Gotherington NDP Steering Group Meeting Minutes

7:00pm on Wednesday 10th December 2014 at the Church Centre
Present:  David Ward, Caroline Ryman, Caroline Meller, Edward Catchpole, Sue Hallam, Howard Samuels, Stephen Hemingway, Paul Hughes and Andy Stillman

1  Apologies:  David Hearn, Phil Aplin, Bob Thomas, Simon Tarling

2.  Evidence Base

Our Evidence Base is very nearly complete!  It was agreed that each completed action would be condensed into a few lines that summarise that action, whilst leaving the raw data for future reference.  It was very important that these summaries are only concerned with data gathered from Gotherington residents, and any views gathered by people outside the village should be ignored.
3.  Action List

Here is a list of the actions and those agreeing to condense the data into a single sentence or paragraph for later inclusion into the Plan:

Actions 1 & 2:   List everything that needs protecting and changing:   
Edward C and Iain Angus
Action 3:
  Determine owners of land considered for development.  
Caroline M and Paul Hughes
Action 4:
  Talk to planners at TBC 





David Ward

Actions 5 & 6:   Talk to groups of people of all age and school children 

Caroline M and Caroline R

Action 7:           Produce an Environmental Plan incl green spaces, etc.
Bob Thomas
Action 8:           Produce a list of historic and listed buildings, etc. 

Caroline M and Geoff Newsum
Action 9:
  Talk to the businesses in the parish 



Paul Hughes and David Hearn

Action 10:
  Establish an objective or Vision Statement for the NDP
See below – item 4
Actions 11 to 14:   Leave these actions until Call for Sites has been completed

Action 15:
  Produce a Travel Plan 




Howard Samuels
Action 16:
  Keep everyone informed on our intentions and progress

Howard Samuels

Action 17:
  Project Management





On going

In the interests of obtaining a speedy delivery of our NDP, it was agreed that we should all concentrate, as a priority, on the housing and development aspects of all actions.  Other topics in the NDP, with no bearing on housing and development, may be progressed at a later date. 

4.  Vision Statements for our NDP
Four different Vision Statements were examined, and it was agreed that everyone should select sentences from these, or any others on completed NDPs, and produce a list of preferred lines which best reflect the NDP’s objectives.  These lists should be circulated to all with the aim to agree on one excellent Vision Statement.

Here are four Vision Statements:  Caroline Ryman to email any further suggestions for Vision Statements to everyone for inclusion into this exercise.

VS1.  We should preserve the village as a distinct community with all the advantages that brings and at the same time providing for the needs of its residents of whatever age. We should allow for change while ensuring that it does not compromise the natural assets of the village in terms of landscape and history.

VS2.  Gotherington to continue to be a vibrant, safe and caring community where residents enjoy living and at the same time continue to preserve the identity of Gotherington being a distinct Cotswold village. Future development to reflect the identity of existing settlements and the area’s rural character that has blossomed over 12 centuries. 
VS3.  Gotherington should continue to evolve as a vibrant, inclusive and caring rural community with its own distinct and separate identity – a place fit for future generations of like minded people.  Evolution and progress appropriate 21st century living should be encouraged while housing development should reflect the needs of the village but take account of the size, location and character of Gotherington.

VS4.  Gotherington should remain a place of peace and tranquillity where its size and facilities ensure the friendly community is involved with lots of activities for the young and old.  The beautiful scenery surrounding the village must be protected from development and its separation from Bishop’s Cleeve maintained. 
5. Call For Sites
It was agreed that we should have a large scale O.S. map of Gotherington Parish printed so that the possible sites for development could be shown clearly.  Action: David Ward.  

Caroline Meller will produce a list of the owners of all the sites.

When we have received the set of criteria from Kirkwells, we will ensure all landowners are aware for the Call for Sites by sending letters or emails, posters, website notification, Twitter, etc
Our Neighbourhood Plan should ensure that the phasing of development should be carried out at a rate that allows integration of newcomers.  It should also cover infilling and state how many houses a particular site will accommodate, and specify the type of dwelling the majority of residents would prefer, including bungalows.  If possible, the number of dwellings on each site should be limited to reduce the need for social housing.

6. Public Consultation Meeting

The proposed sites will be presented in a Public Consultation Meeting in January or February, where all residents will be invited. 

7.  Steering Group
Caroline Ryman is joining the Steering Group.  The Steering Group now comprises:  

David Ward, David Hearn, Phil Aplin, Caroline Meller, Howard Samuels, Philip Cule and Caroline Ryman

8. In conclusion …..

Thanks to those who attended this meeting.  If you were unable to attend, please help us by giving us your opinions by email or by attending the very important Public Consultation Meeting – the actual date will be announced soon.

David Ward

11th December 2014 
